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1. GO Staff

RGD has six curators who spend part of their time annotating GO terms.
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Kathy Seiler has recently taken over the role of GO curator from Victoria Petri. Because she works off-site, she will be assisted with GO curator functions by Jennifer Smith, who is an on-site curator at RGD.

Curators continue to make new GO annotations for genes and incorporate GO information into our gene descriptions. Genes for which there were no GO terms or references are periodically reannotated for GO using recent literature when available. Additionally, GO is an integral part of many RGD tools such as GBrowse, GViewer, and GA Tool.

2. Annotation Progress since January 2004
Progress in GO annotations for the time period October 2004 (Chicago GO meeting) to present (GO Pasadena Meeting):

	
	Process
	Function
	Component

	Annotations
	All
	Non-IEA
	All
	Non-IEA
	All
	Non-IEA

	October 2004
	3,046
	1,873
	3,300
	2,098
	2,545
	920

	March 2005
	16,053
	5,417
	17,902
	4,859
	10,898
	2,773

	% increase
	427%
	189%
	442%
	132%
	328%
	201%


	Total number of genes with GO terms 

	October 2004
	3,945

	April 2005
	6,530

	% increase
	 65%


3. Methods of Annotation
a. Literature Curation: Annotations on the current report have been done manually. Abstracts are the primary source of GO annotations, however full-text articles are used for annotation as well, although less frequently than abstracts.

b. Automated Methods: GO annotations for mouse (from MGD) and human (from GOA) are added to their rat homologs with an IEA evidence code.

c. Quality Control Measures: Scripts are used for QC and for file formatting, as well to generate reports on genes with only IEA annotations or no GO annotations, to be flagged for additional curation efforts.

4. Ontology Development
No updates at this time.
5. Publications
“The Rat Genome Database (RGD): developments towards a phenome database” 
de la Cruz, et al. 2005. Nucleic Acids Research, Vol. 33, Database issue D485-D491.
"Rat Genome Database – Tools and Strategies for Physiological Genomics"
Twigger et al. 2005 Physiological Genomics, submitted
