Curator Discussion Meeting

3/20/08

Groups Participating:  SGD, CGD, RGD, MGI, FlyBase, WormBase, EBI/GOA/Uni-Prot/SwissProt, dictyBase, TAIR, JCVI, ?

Reasons for this conference call:

* There is some communication among MOD curators but there could be more and there is currently no good interaction medium for non-GO curators.

* Open up discussion for how to become more efficient at manual curation and better at justifying the need and cost of manual curation to grant review committees. 

* Physical meetings such as the Biocurator meeting are great venues for curators to interact and share ideas, but due to limited funding, conference calls are also important.

Organization:

* Monthly 1 hr call for all curators involved in making manual annotations.  If there is interest, we can form subgroups that meet more frequently.

* Calls will alternate between early afternoon and late afternoon (EDT/EST) to accommodate the US west coast and those in England.

* Discussion of software development issues will be discouraged.

* A wiki will be created to store future agenda items and minutes.

* There should be a moderator for each meeting.

* Messages will be sent to both the Annotation and Biocurator email lists.  Use mailman to subscribe to these lists.  The link is available from Mike's original email.  Please forward to others in your group.

* The meetings are being recorded.  Mike emailed out a link to the recording of the first meeting.

Next Meeting:

* The next call will be April 14th 12:30-1:30 EDT.

* We will discuss how MODs transfer information from one group to another.

* Also start a discussion about standards for community interaction, when do you make announcements, wikis, mailing lists, what ever comes up.

Future Discussion Topics:

* Each MOD presents their own work flow and issues that come up during curation. How do you choose a paper and divide up the curational tasks?  What kind of information do they get out of a paper?

* QTL curation

* Confidence ratings—Can we standardize?

* Accuracy and consistency--how does each MOD deal with this?

* Specific papers chosen by the MODs with general curation issues

* Efficiency--are we curating too much? What are the different processes groups use to try and improve efficiency and which have been the most effective?

* How do we get authors to include metadata when submitting publications? (Look at the TAIR website for one example.)

* Conferences different groups have attended that worked well for personal professional growth and for public outreach

* Potential technologies (and their disadvantages) to facilitate this call

* Outreach to the general public

* Where can biocurators publish?

